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Vermon A Wilhiams, Secretary SEP 2 ¢ 207 Via Federal Express
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Washington, DC 20423-0001 '

' ]

Re:  Environmental Report, Historic Report and Required Ccrliﬁcalion.& for
Docket No. AB 1003X, Mohall Central Railroad. Inc,

Notice of Exemption for Abandonment in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties. ND
Dear Sccretary Williams:
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc 1ntends on filing a Notice of Excmption for the above-

referenced proposed abandonment any time on or afler October 9, 2007, Enclosed for the above-
referenced Abandonment Exemption arc the following, which are required by 49 C F.R. Part

1105
1.  An original and ten copics of a certificatc demonstrating compliance with the
requirements of 49 C.}- R, Part 1105:
2. Anoriginal and ten copies of the Environmental/llistoric Report: and
3. Copics of the transmittal letters that accompanicd the reports.

Plcasc stamp the enclosed duplicate copy of this lctter and return 1t to my attention to
indicate that you reccived the items listed

Feel Iree to call me 1f you have any questions

ly submitted,

K

aren R. Kees
aralcgal

Respec

hlg

enclosures

cc Byron D. Olsen
Michacl Barron
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Docket No. AB 1003X

MOHALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC, NOTICE OF EXEMPTION FOR
ABANDONMENT IN NELSON.
RAMSEY AND CAVALIER
COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

TO*  Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board (STB)
395 “E” Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-001

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C.F.R, PART 1105

I hereby centify that on September 19, 2007, copies of the Environmental and Historic
Report for the above-captioned proceeding were served on the agencies histed at 49 C.FR. §
1105.7(b), all agencies consulted in preparing the report, and on the North Dakota Histonical
Society. A service list is attached and incorporated into this Certificate as Attachment A The
reports have been sent within the time period specified, as Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. intends
to file its Notice of Exemption in the above-captioned matter no carlier than October 9, 2007.
All appropriatc agencies as listed in 49 C.F R. § 1105.7(e) have been consulted well in advance
of preparing the Environmental Report

1 also certify the following. (i) a newspaper nouice was published on February 7, 2007,
and Fcbruary 14, 2007, 1n the Lakota American, a newspaper of general circulation in Nelson
County, North Dakota; (i1) a newspaper notice was published on January 31, 2007, Fcbruary 7,
2007, and February 14, 2007, in the Devils Lake Journal, a newspaper of gencral circulation 1n
Ramsey County, North Dakota: and (ui) a newspaper notice was published on I‘ebruary 5, 2007,
February 12, 2007 and February 19, 2007, in the Cavalier County Republican, a ncwspaper of
general circulation 1n Cavalier County, North Dakota. The notices alerted the public to the
proposcd abandonment, to possible reusc alternatives, and to procedures for participating in the
STB procceding. Copies of the notices are attached to this certificate as Attachment B.

Dated this 19" day of September. 2007

Mark S. Radke
Attorney for Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.
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SERVICE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT

Parties to be served with a copy of the Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to Section
1105.7(b) 20 days prior to the filing with the STB of the (i) Petition for Exemption; (ii) Notice of
Exemption OR (iii) Application for Abandonment

) 'Agencny"ar‘ty B .

.
L}
-

+Address - ¥

The Statc Clearing Housc for North Dakota (or
other stale equivalent agency if the State has no
clearing house)

Jim Boyd

Diwvision of Community Services

North Dakota Department of Commerce
P Q. Box 2057

Bismarck, ND 58502-2057

North Dakota Environmental Protection Agency

North Daketa Department of Health
Envirenmental Health Section

918 East Divide Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

Chief Duve Gluit

701/328-5150

Nelson County Commissioners (ND)

Odlell Flaagan
Ronald Dahlen
Donald Fougner
Noel Lofthus
Harold Bergquist

Nelson County Courthouse
210 B Avenue W
Lakota, ND 58344-7410

Ramscy County Commissioners (ND)

Pamela Brekke
Joe Belford
Scott Diseth
Barry Gase
Bill Mertens

Ramsey County Courthouse
Coum{ Courthouse

524 4™ Avenue

Devils Lake, ND 58301-2490

Cavalier County Commissioners {ND)

Donald Quam
Richard Flanders
Ole Nowatzk
Ray Roliness
Neil Romfo

Cavalicr County Courthouse
901 3" Street
Langdon, ND 58249-2457

STPL-Word 110958 |

Page 1 of 2




Agency/Party

a c ., e

S . - Address -

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Office

1595 Wynhoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service

Department of the Interior
1849 “C” Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

U S. Army Corps of Engineers (LTG Carl Strock,
Commander)

LTG Carl Strock, Commander
Headquarters

441 “G" Street NW
Washington, DC 20314

The National Park Service

Robert Stanton, Director
Department of the Intenior
1849 “C" Street NW
Washington, D C. 20240

U.S. Soil Conservation Service

NOW Natural Resources Conservation Service

P. O Box 2890
Washington, D.C 20013
Atin: Legislative and Public A ffairs

National Geodetic Survey

SSMC-3 #9202

1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD
20910-3282

State Historic Preservation Office

Marvin L Kaiser. Presudent
612 E Boulevard Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

Gov. John Hoeven

600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, NID 58505-0001

North Dakota Department of Transportation —
Planmng

608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTI! DAKOTA )

)ss
COLATY OF NFISUN )
, - NoTRE
ile Pederson of sasd State wnd County, belng duly aworn vn hils osth says: That he 1 mr_m %mﬁ;.m
Pubbsher of THE LAKOTA AMERICAN, a weckly newspaper of gencral ¢lrculation, mefideito- fie with the Trarmpoitation
printed and published at Lukula, In sald County snd Siale, and that suid Lekota Americsn oafd; Wis mn&ww'mpmz
wus duls and legaily elected and designeied ay the officlal and legal newspaper, and that \;E:‘.F' "n::imm of 48 USC
the advertisement of o

s printed copy of which is hereunto annexed, was printed and published in every copy of

tach issue of said newspaper for a period of consecutive weeks, to-wil, Mmifers by wring fo SEA, Surface Trane-

Was
Swagrl Maller Lines 7 ‘(’6 7 .jddf “'?pm&%mm

Board Fequests for emvironmental condtions,
Frst T me Line Ra'e ?d /5/ . )007 pWhmmﬂm-.oruﬂb-ﬁmﬁ-

Sutisequen: Ling Rates 'ahlmq.mui.mdhﬂludm

Tabu'ated wings GFR-1104.4(a) and 1104 3{g)], and orm

First T'me Ling Rate — e

Subseguen: L nes Rales Copies of any comments or requests for con-

Colump '~ches . ' Codar Strest, Sulle 2100, Saint

First “ime Irch Rale

Subseq.entlincr Rates

and that the full amount of the legal lee for the publication ol the mnnexed nolice wsures
to the beneht of the publisher of said newspaper, that np arrangement or understanding
for the divinan thereol has been made with any other person, and that no part thereof has
beea agreed lo be paid o any persos, whomsoever, and the amount of

wiwss 7430
4B Eatyprn)
=

Swhro\to wnd subscnbed before me this day of




T

457155)

Mehill mﬁﬁ:ﬂ. Inc & North

Dakota cofporation,
. grves notice that
it intends to flle n rface
:.Ilﬂlr'l Board, _W.nlum,sgc T".'."”“T
an Jor exemption under 45 U.S C
80;: the Rrior approval l‘qull‘!l'l‘l!ntllgF 23
C 10503 et 8eq , permitting thé abap-
hdomunt of & segment of line 44 44 mules
ngth exténding from milepost 3 75, ap-
proxuhately 3.76 milss north of Lawten, Nog
to mileposti 48 19, aproxmiately £ 0 mleg
south of M h. ND, in Nelson, Ramae
and Cavaher Coug North Dakota 'ﬂ:
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-.THe Boarll Section of Environm
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mnplmdly._“ MI;:;IHI‘T:OD days after the fil-
2tion
tion ments on mvmmo:‘tﬁ‘:d“nl::
no later then 80
::n fcl and-will EoAlddruud ﬂ:dglhﬂbd:f
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of the A o maka inquinge eyl &
Tonmental hatters
Iace Tranaportation Board, W

m"bfﬂﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂm DC

by writing to SEA, Sur.

of financial gagistance *
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S0TVice can
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conditions, or rail

tions, publ:e use
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(131,27, 14)
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AFFIDAYIT OF FUBLIOATION
[

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA,
A,

Neo. .{:5:(:_7. .....

___ of sald Siate and County

County of Ramwy

being first duly aworn, on oAth says:

‘ Advartising Clerk /

in the Advertising Manager
1 General Manager

she
of the DEVILS LAKEL JOURNAL

That

publishers of the Devils Lake Journal, a daily newspaper of general circulation printed and
published in the City of Devils Lake, in said County and State and has been during the time

m&md ??:&oic%gé“--. . - & printed copy of which Ix

herato annexed, was printed and published In every copy of
- 3]
of said newspaper, for a perlod of ....___. ———= CODNeCULive _Moe= "2 ey tO=Wit:
~ADl-. T
21 C I S
0 Nl £ Gl 3 A

-------

and that ¢he full amount of the fea for the publicatlion of the annexed notice inurea
solely to the bsnefit of tha publishers of said newspaper, that no agreement or under-
standing for a division thereof has been made with any other person and that no part
theraof has heen agreed to he pald &0 any person whomscaver and the amount of sald

fen in § -.’.133-&5 ........... '

That sald newspaper was, At t time of the aforeasid publication, qualiffed in

accordance with the law of the Staje Hf North Dakota Sgo lagal printing In sald County
and State. [

(e
w0\ O ( Mg~

Subsoribed and ntrn to before me h‘lll - ;Z.?

feborvagia ... A D 020l

am—a-= day of

Devila Lajttp RYIDAL
Notary Public, State of North Dakotag
My Commission Expires May 27, 200




Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, .
County of Cavalier ss.

HYD bemng first duly sw .
that certain newspaper known as Caval NOthE
newspaper 1s a paper of general circulatior NOTICE

at Langdon, North Dakota, in said county Mohall Cen&al Railmad, Inc.

legal printing; that the printed copy of 5 North Dakota corporation,
hereby gives notice that it

intends to file with the Surface

NOTIC Transportation Board,

FELHABER, LARSON, FEI Washington, DC 20423, a petition

for exemption under 49 US.C.
10502 from the prior approval
requirements of 49 U.S C 10903,
et beq., permitting the abandon-
ment of a segment of line 44.44

to which this affidavit 1s annexed was pr
every issue of said paper for and during
weeks, the time when pubhcatton of such

to-wit. miles in length extending from
milepost 375, approximately
First Publication 3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND,
to milepost 48 19, approximately
Second Publication 4.0 miles south of Munich, ND,
in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier
Thurd Publicabon Counties, North Dakota. The
proceeding has been docketed as
> No. AB 1003X.
Fourth Publicahon The Board's Section of

Environmental Analysis (SEA)

will generally prepare an

Environmental Assessment (EA),

which will normally be available

60 days after the filing of the peti-

All'.‘u'ﬁl/u , tion for abandonment exemp-
tion. Comments on environmen-
tal and energy matters should be
filed no later than 30 days fter
the EA becomes available to the
, public and will be addressed in a
Subscribed and sworn to before me this . Board decision. Interested per-
sons may obtain a copy of the EA

or make inquiries regarding

1 environmental matters by writ-

/ . ing to  SEA,  Surface

o~ Transportation , Board,

v | Al
d / '\Iotar_\" Public for Cavalier County, ND.

My commussion expires___APRIL 15, 2008

Washington DC 20423 or by call-

ing SEA at (202)565-1538.
Approprate offers of financial
assistance to contintie rail service
can be filed with the Board.
Requests for environmental con-
ditions, public use conditions, or
rail bankingltrails use also can be
filed with the Board. An original
and 10 copies of any pleading
that raises matters other than
environmental issues (such as
trails use, public use, and offers
of financial assistance) must be
filed directly with the Board's
Office of the Secretary, 1925 "K"
Street NW, Washington DC 20423
[See 9 CFR 1 1041 (a) and 1 1
O4.3(a)], and one copy must be
served on petitioner's representa-
tive [See 49 CFR 1 104.12(a)].
Questions regarding offers- of
financial assistance, public use or
trails use may be directed to the
Board's Office of Congressional
and Public Services, Copies of
any commenis or requests for
conditions should be served on
the petitioner's representative,
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt,
PA., Attention' 'Karen R. Kees,
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2 100,

Saint Paul, MN 55 10 1.
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt,
P.A.
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100
St. Paul, MN 55101-2136
F5,12,19

Publication Fee S_97,29



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C.

STB DOCKET NO. AB 1003X

MOIIALL CENTRAL RAILROAD, INC. - ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
FOR PORTIONS OF A LINE OF RAILROAD IN NELSON, RAMSEY
AND CAVALIER COUNTIES, NORTH DAKOTA

Michael J. Barron, Jr.
Fletcher & Sippel LLC
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511
Dated September 19, 2007 Counscl for Mohall Central Railroad, Inc

STPL-Word 92050 6 /09/1922007 12 01 PM



ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTQRIC REPORT

Environmental Issues

The following information is provided in accordance with 49 C.F.R. Section 1105.7-

I. Proposcd Action and Alternatives

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition
(if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible
changes 1n current operations or maintenance practices Also descnibe any reasonable
alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings
clearly delineating the project.

The proposed action is the abandonment of a portion of a line of railroad formerly owned
and operated by BNSF Railway (BNSTF) and now owned by Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.. a
North Dakota corporation (MHC). The scgment of line proposcd to be abandoned is 44.44 miles
in length and extends from milcpost 3.75, approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawion, ND, to
milcpost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south of Munich, ND. The portion of the line proposed
for abandonment has not been operated since June 15, 2005. Prior to that time, the primary
reason for opcrating this linc was to reach active rail users located at Munich, ND and towns
north of Munich on this former BNSF line, which extends to Sarles, ND necar the Canadian
border

Since acquisition of the entire Sarles inc by MHC from BNSF on October 18, 2005,
extending from milepost 3.75 1o the end of the track at Sarles milepost 73.0, operations north of
milcpost 48.19 (the north end of the proposed abandonment) have been conducted by NPR under
contract with MHC. Following acquisition of the Sarles linc by MHC, rail service to shippers at
Munich and points north was resumed on October 23, 2005, Since resumption of service to the
end of 2006, approximately 395 revenue carloads have been moved. NPR now moves railcars
originating at points between Munich and Sarles, castward via an existing NPR junction with the
Sarles line near Munich, ND (Alsen Junction) for interchange with BNSF at another BNSF/NPR
interchange at Ardoch, ND.

The line proposed for abandonment (the *“Line™) 1s no longer needed for rail
transportation purposcs. It is believed there are no longer any active rail users on the Line
Active grain clevators at Hampden, NI and Edmore, ND arc now affiliated with Cenex Harvest

States (CHS), a grain markcting cooperative, which has a number of other affiliated clevators in

S1PL-Word 92650 6 n/09/1972007 12 01 PM



the vicinity. Grain for outbound shipment is trucked to a larger capacity CHS clevator at Milton,
ND, where shipments can take advantage of lower 100 car volume rates on cither BNSF or NPR
In addition, there arc several other large elevators capable of loading 100 car volumes within
reasonablc trucking distance.

The principal industry in the area is agriculture, primarily raising small grains and

oilsceds. There are four towns on the linc with the populations shown:

Town Population

Brocket (MP 12.0) 65

Lawton (MP 18.3) 42

Edmore (MP 27.0) 256

Hampden (MP 39.7) 55

Alsen Junction (MDP* 48.19) No town this is the junction with the Northern

Plains Railroad and is the north end of the
proposed abandonment.
MHC intends to dismantle the Linc and transfer the salvaged rail for use in rebuilding
and upgrading the NPR mainline between Devils Lake, ND and Thief River Falls, MN. The

vacated right-of-way will be made available for sale to adjacent farmers or other use.

(See Tab ] for detailed map.)

2. Transportation System

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns. Estimate the amount of trafTic (freight or passenger) that will be diverted to
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposcd action.

There should be no adverse impact on regional or local transportation systems and
paiterns, as the overhead traffic formerly carried by the Line is now being moved by the NPR via
a different route. Sincc operations were rc-cstablished by the NPR as agent for the MHC on
October 25, 2005, on the portion of the Sarles line which will be retained north of Alsen
Junction, approximately 381 carloads have been originated at points between Munich and Sarles
and 14 carloads terminated When BNSF operated the Sarles line, this rail traffic would have
traveled approximately 50 miles south to a juncuion with a BNSF cast-west main line at Lakota.
Now, under MHC ownership and NPR operation, the traffic is moved to or from the east over an
NPR line to an interchange with the BNSF at Ardoch, ND.

S1PL-Word 92650 6 n‘09/19/2007 12 01 PM
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Before BNSF sold the line to MHC, an cmbargo had been placed in eflect on June 15,
2005 and all service over the Line proposed for abandonment, as well as the rest of the Sarles
line, had ccased From the datc of the embargo until MIIC caused operations to be resumed
between Alsen Junction and Sarles, any traffic to or from that portion of the Sarles line was
diverted to truck. With the resumption of rail service, active shippers north of Alsen junction
again have a railroad available. As noted previously, 395 carloads have already been moved
since resumption of service in October, 2005. Thus, the new routing arrangement has already
resulted in diverting traffic back to rail. It is anticipated that no further diversions cither to or

from rail will be created by abandoning the Line south of Alsen Junction.

3.  Land Use

i. Based upon consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documcnts preparcd by such agencics, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe
any inconsistencies.

MHC believes that its proposed action will not be inconsistent with local land use plans

The entire area traversed by the line is agricultural except for four small town sitcs at Brocket,
Lawton, Edmore and Hampden. Upon abandonment and dismantling of the Linc, the vacated
right-ol-way will be made available for salc to adjacent farmers or other use. MIIC’s
representative wrote the County Commissioners for the affected counties sccking information as
10 current land use plans for those jurisdictions (See Tabs 4, 5 and 6.) MHC’s representative
reccived a phone call from Scott Brekke of Edmore, North Dakota (phone number 701/644-
2642), spouse of Pamela Brekke, a Commissioner for Ramsey County, North Dakota, expressing
an interest in purchasing the land from MHC which runs through his farm. Pamela Brekke
(phone number 701/351-2242) also contacted MHC’s representative to express interest on behall

of farmers 1n Ramsey County generally concerning purchase of the railroad land.

ii. Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of
the proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

MHC’s representative wrote the Deputy Chief of the Soil Survey and Resource
Assessment Deputy Area, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. (See Tab 7.) lo

datc, MHC has not reccived a responsc from that agency. It is believed that many portions of the

SIPI -Wurd 92650 6 w09/1972007 12 01 PM
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right-of-way could be acquired by adjacent farmers and placed in agricultural production
consistent with the surrounding land use. Other than the potential of adding to the available

agnicultural land, no other effect on agncultural land is likely to result [rom the abandonment

iil. If the action affccts land or water uses within a designated coastal zone. include
the coastal zone information required by scction 1105 9

Not applicable: no coastal zones are found within the State of North Dakota.

iv. If the proposed action is an abandonment, statc whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S C. 10906 and explain why.

The most likely use for the right-of-way would be to place the land into agricultural
production consistent with the adjacent land use The right-of~way might also be suitable as a
trail, but the low population and lack of scenic amenities in the vicinity makes such use unlikely.

MHC is open to any such possibility, however.

4, Energy
i Describe the cffect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources.
ii. Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commoditics.
iii. State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrcase in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.
iv. If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more

than (A) 1,000 rail car loads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail car loads per mile
per year for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in
energy consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on transporiation of energy resourccs,
recyclable commodities, nor will it result in any change 1n overall cnergy cfficiency As noted
earlier, diversions from rail to motor carriage will not occur and will in fact be reversed.
Overhead rail traffic formerly carried by the Linc will continue to be moved by rail via NPR
routings east of Alsen Junction. Transport of energy resources and recyclable commodities via
rail will remain available through NPR operation of MIHC between Munich, ND and Sarles, ND.

Towns on the portion of the Sarles line that will continuc to have rail service are as follows:

STPL-Word 92650 6 /0971972007 12 01 PM
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above

Town Population

Munich {mp 52.44) 268

Clyde (mp 59.88) No population listed

Calvin (mp 65.83) 26

Sarles (mp 72.69) 25

Air

(i) Will the proposed action result in (A) a mmmimum increase in rail traffic of 100

(ii)

(iii)

percent (measured in gross tons annually) or eight trains per day on any segment
ol affected rail linc, (B) an increasc in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent as
measured in carload activity or (C) an average increase in motor carricr traffic ol
either 50 vehicles per day or an increase in truck traflic exceeding 10 percent of
the average daily trallic on a given highway segment? If any of the enumerated
thresholds is exceeded, quantify the anticipated increase in air emissions.

If a Class I or nonaltainmeni area is affccled. are increased emissions within
parametets of the affected State Implementation Plan?

If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is
contemplated, identify: thc materials and quantity, Irequency of scrvice, salely
practices; MHC"s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments. accidents
and spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of
an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event ol a collision or
derailment.

There will be no impact for the reasons stated above in scction 4.

Noise

II" any of the thresholds identified in item (5) is surpasscd, state whether the proposed
action will causc an increase in noise levels exceeding cither (i) a three decibel LDN
incremental increase or (ii) 65 decibels [LDN or greater.

None of the thresholds will be cxceeded for the reasons set forth more fully in scction 4,

Safety

Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

The proposed abandonment will result in 2 modest improvement 1o public safety by the

elimination of grade crossings between Lakota, ND and Alsen Junction. Train traffic on the
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scgment of the line to be retained will not be increased over historic levels cither in terms of train

{requency or train size. Thus, delay timc is likely o be unaffected.

i1 If hazardous materials arc expected 1o be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemncals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds, safety practices
(including any speed restrictions); the MIIC’s safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to
dcal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of
hazardous matenals

Any harardous matcrials formerly transported over the Line will now be moved via
alternate NPR routings. NPR has in place all required plans to deal with accidental spills and

accidental release of hazardous materials.

in If there are any hnown hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identily the location of
those sites and the Lypes of hazardous materials involved.

There arc no known hazardous waste sites on the Linc and MHC is not aware of any

hazardous materials spills that may have occurred along the subject right-of-way.

8 Biological Resources

i Based upon consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether
the proposed action is likcly to adversely aiTect endangered or threatencd specics
or arcas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

MHC"s representative wrote the Dircctor of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service about its
proposed action. (Sce Tab 8.) To date, MHC has not received a response from that agency.
MHC docs not believe that the abandonment will affect any endangered or threatened species or

critical habitats.

ii State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or lorests
will be affected and describe any effects

There are no National or Statc parks or lorests along the Line and MIIC does not
anticipate that the abandonment will affcct any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges There are no
wildlife refuges in the immediate vicinity of the Line ‘lhe closest refuge is the Lake Alice

National Wildlife Refuge, and the Line does not traverse this refuge. Nevertheless, MHC's
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represcntative wrote the National Park Service 10 obtain ils views. (See Tab 9.) To date, MHC

has not received a responsc from that agency

9.  Water

i Bascd upon consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State and/or local water
quality standards and describe any inconsistencies.

No in-strcam salvage opcrations will be required. No action known 1o be inconsistent
with federal, state, and/or local water quality standards is contemplated. I any permits or
applications are found to be neccssary, they will be obtained and any conditions or procedures
requircd by regulatory agencics will be complicd with. MHC"s representative wrote North

Dakota’s Department of Health, Environmental Iecalth Section. (See I'ab 10.)

ii. Based upon consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of LEngincers, state whether
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S C. 1344) are required
and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected,
and describc any effects. i s0, have permits been sought or 1ssued?

MHC"s represcntative wrote the US Army Corps of Engincers. (See Tab 11.) To date,
MHC has not received a response from that agency. MHC does not anticipate that any permits
under Scctions 404 will be required or that any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will
be affected.

iii. State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C 1342)
are rcquired lor the proposed action.

MIIC"s representative wrole both North Dakota’s Department of 1lcalth, Environmental
[lcalth Section and the U.S. EPA Region 8 regarding this question. {Scc Tabs 10 and 12.) North
Dakota’s Department of Health confirmed by letter that 1t belicves “environmental impacts from
the proposed railroad abandonment will be minor and can be controlled by proper salvage and

disposal methods ™ (See Tab 13.) MIIC docs not anticipate that any permits will be required

10. Proposed Mitigation

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigatle adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation 1s appropriate.

No mitigation appcars necessary.

STPL-Word Y2650 6 nf0v/ 19207 12 27 PM
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11 Additional Information for Rail Constructions

The following additional information should be included for rail construction proposals
including connecting track construction: (Additional requirements of Section (11) not
listed here).

There is no rail construction proposcd at this time

12. Scction 1105 8 - Ilistoric Reports

i Are sites or structures listed in the National Register of Historic Places affected?
If so, describe the cffects

No site or structures listed in the National Register of Historic Places will be affected.

ii. Will sites or structures 50 years old or older be affected? If so, and such sites or
structurcs are not listed in the National Register of Histori¢ Places, MHC would
submit, at the earliest possible juncture, a description of the line, including a map,
as well as photographs and descriptions of such structures to the appropriate State
Historic Preservation Office for review and include a copy of the cover letter in
the Environmental Report.

MHC’s representative wrote the Historic Preservation Division of the North Dakota
Historical Socicty ("NIDHS”) and advised that there are three (3) railroad~owned structures that
may bc over 50 vears old on this line segment. (See Tab 14.) NDHS confirmed by letter that
NDHS finds that there are no historic propertics that will be affected by the proposed

abandonment. (See Tab 15.) The structures arc all railroad bridges as listed below.

M.P. 22 2 — Open deck pilec trestle
Number of spans — 5

M.P. 25.4 — Open deck pile trestle
Number of spans — 4

M.P. 27 6 — Open deck pile trestle
Number of spans — 5

iii. Wil culturally significant locations, archacological sites, or unique land forms be
aflected? If so, MHC should consult with the involved State Historic
Preservation Office.

No.

STPL-Word 92650 6 /192007 12 01 M
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INFORMATION REQUIRED BY C.F.R SECTION 1105 8(d)
1. Topographic Map

A copy of a topographic map of the Line is attached A copy of a map showing location
of major roads, the railroad, and principal geographic fecatures is also attached for reference.
(Sec Tabs 1 and 2.)

2. Description of The Line

The Line proposed for abandonment cxtends from Milepost 3.75 approximatcly four
miles north of Lakota, ND to Milepost 48.19 where the Line crosses an east/west linc of the
Northern Plains Railroad (Alsen Junction), a distance of 44.44 mules. This junction 1s
approximatcly four miles south of Munich, ND. The remainder of the line extending north to
Sarles, ND (MP 73 0) will remain in service. This entire branch linc formerly owned by the
BNSF Railway extending from MP cero at Lakota, ND, 73 milcs to Sarles is known as the Sarles

line

The right of way of the Line proposcd f{or abandonment is at least 100 feet wide for
almost its entire length. In some cases. usually in the vicinity of towns, the right of way 1s as
wide as 200 feet or even 300 feet The topography of the Line for its entire length 1s extremcly
flat with no notable hills or gradients. The surrounding arca for the entire distance is rural,
mostly cultivated farmland. The towns along the line have small populations (see Section | of

the foregoing Environmental and Historic Report).

3. Photographs of railroad structures on the property
Photographs are appended at Tab 3.
4, Datcs of construction of structures

'he only railroad structures along the Linc are three railroad bridges, whosc age cannot
be determincd from documents in MIICs possession. [t is belicved that all three have been
substantially renewed or replaced within the last fifty ycars The bridges are listed under Section

12.ii above.

$1PL-Word 92650 6 nf09/1972007 12 01 PM

7



5. A Bricf Narrative History of Carrier Operations in the Area, and an Explanation of what,

if any, Changes arc Contemplated as a Result of the Proposed Action

The Sarlcs line was constructed approximately 100 ycars ago, about 1905. Other railroad
lincs in the vicinity. including the lines now opcrated by NPR. were also built at about the same
time to cncourage settlement and devclopment of agriculture 1n the region The Sarles Jine was
built and subsequently operated by the Great Northern Railway, now part of BNSF., The NI’R
lines were built by the Soo Line Railroad, now part of Canadian Pacific Railway.

For its cntire existence, the Sarles linc has existed to move grain (primarily wheat) from
farm to market, and to move inbound commoditics nceded for agricultural production. Today,
that is still the purposc served by the Sarles line. Since Sarles line traific to and from points
north of Alsen Junction 1s alrcady moving via a ncw route over the NPR, the proposed
abandonment will result in no changes 1o present opcrations

The grain clevators that remain active on the Sarles line are all located north of Alsen
Junction. It became increasingly burdensome 1n recent ycuars for BNSF to operate and maintain
fifty miles of track just to reach these active elevators. The burden of maintaining and operating
this long connecting link was not justificd by the business generated at the north end of the line.
Thas finally led to the linc being embargocd June 15, 2005. Since NPR alrcady operates regular
train scrvice through Alsen Junction, the Sarles line traffic is now handled by exising NPR

trains.

6. Documents in Carrier’s Posscssion

MHC has some track charts and station maps ol the Line, and copies of contracts with
adjacent land owners for such things as crossing casements. Many of the documents rclaling to

the Line arc believed to have been destroyed by previous owners.

7 Eligibility for National Regsster of Historic Places: Archeological Resources

It is not believed that any sites or structures cligible for histing on the National Register of
Historic Places or having archeological significance are found anywhere on the Line. This behel

1s confirmed by the letter received from NDHS, (See Tab 15).

STPL-Word Y2650 6 nilO/1972007 12 ¢l PM
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8. Description of Ground Disturbance or Fill

MHC is unaware of any ground disturbances, fill, or environmental conditions that might

affect the archeological recovery of resources in the surrounding terrain.

9. Request by State 1listoric Preservation Office.
Upon request of the State Thstoric Prescrvation Officer, MHC will provide such

additional information as may be requested under Section 1105.8(d)9).

(signature on following page)

STPL-Word 92656 6 n/09/19/2007 12 01 PM
11

9



Dated: September l ? , 2007

STPL-Word 92650 6

12

ptA J Rl

Michae! J. Barron, Jr.

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832

312/252-1511

Counsel for Mohalt Central Railroad, Inc.

myb/09/18/2007 4 07 PM
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MINNLATOLIS

220 South %ixth Street | Suite 2200
Minneapals, MN 95402 1504

612 3390321 { Fax 6i2 338 0535

Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association — Anorneys at | aw

Karen R hees

SI PALL

444 Cedar Street | Sunte 2100

5t Paul, MN 55101-213

031 2226321 | Fax 651 222 #9035

651/312-6020
Tax 651/222-3005
F-mail kkeesi@felhaber com
Reply to St Paul office

January 31, 2007

Donald Quam
Richard Flanders
Ole Nowatzki
Ray Rollness
Neil Romio

Cavalicr County Commissioncrs
Cavalier County Courthouse
901 3" Street

Langdon, ND 58249-2457

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Pctition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramscy and Cavalicr Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Gentlemen-

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation
(“*MHC”) will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) to abandon a
portion of 2 line of railroad 44 44 miles in length which cxtends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of [ awton, NI, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Histonce Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Scctions 1105.7 and
1105.8, | am cnclosing a draft l:nvironmental and Ilistoric Report (“EHR™. MIC must
complcte and filec the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition ‘The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's cnvironmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in

STPI -Word 96122 1
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January 31, 2007
Page 2

the draft EHR appcars to be misleading or incorrect, 1f you belicve that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the SI'B’s cnvironmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SIEA™) by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 “K” Strecet NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by tclephonc at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC's petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of thc proposcd abandonment. [f there arc any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Strect, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc: Barney Olsen

Mark S. Radke

SIPI -Word 96122 1
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professronal Association — Altvrneys af Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL
220 South “xih Street | Suite 2200 44 Cedar Street | Sune 2100
Minneapolis MN 55402 4504 S Panl MN 55101-2136
612 33961321 | Fax 612 338 051% 69l 222 6421 | Tax 65) 222 8905
Karen R Kees
651/312-6020

bax 651/222-8905
L-mal kkeesiu felhaber com
Reply to St Paul office

January 31, 2007

Odell Flaagan
Ronald Dahlen
Donald Fougner
Noel Lofthus
Harold Bergquist

Nelson County Commissioners
Nelson County Courthouse
210 B Avenue W

Lakota, ND 58344-7410

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions

of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Qur File No. 22327.002

Gentlemen:

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.,, a North Dakota corporation
(“MIIC”) will seck approval from the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) to abandon a
porion of a lme of railroad 44.44 miles in length which cxtends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, 10 milepost 48.19, approximatcly 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The hne to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavaher Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, 1 am enclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report (“EHR”) MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition The draft
EHR cxplains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.

STPL-Word 96109 1
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January 31. 2007
Page 2

We arc providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the SIB’s environmental analysis of this procceding. If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's cnvironmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) by mail at Surface I'ransportation Board,
1925 K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and rcgulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MIIC’s petition,
your writicn comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there are any questions
concerning this proposal, pleasc contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber. Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Suitc 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation  'hank you

Very truly yours,

Karen R. Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures _
cc: Barney Olsen

Mark S Radke

STPL-Word 96109 1
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Pryfesswonal Association - Attamevs at Law

MINNLAPQLIS ST PAUL
220 South Suxth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Sireet | Sunte 2100
Minncapolis, MN 55402-4504 S Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 3396321 | Fax 612 338 0535 051 222 632Y | 1 ax 651 222 ROOS
Karen R Kees
651/312-6020

Tax 651/222-8905
L-mal! kkees@felhaber com
Reply to St PPaul office

January 31, 2007

Pamcla Brekke

Joc Belford

Scott Discth

Barry Gage

Bill Mcrtens

Ramscy County Commissioners
Ramsey County Courthouse
524 4™ Avenue

Devils Lake, ND 58301-2490

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions

of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Countics, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Madam and Messrs.®

In the coming weccks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corporation
(“MIHC™) will seek approval from the Surface Transporiation Board (“STB”) to abandon a
portion of a linc of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND The linc to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in thc Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, 1 am cnclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report (“‘EHR"). M!HC must
completc and file the EHR with thc STB as a component of its abandonment petition The drafi
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line mn question.

STPL-Word 96110 1
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Page 2

We are providing this drail EHR so that you may rcview the information that will form
the basis for the STB’s environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EHIR appcars to be misleading or incorrect, if you belicve that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental revicw process, pleasc
contact the Scction of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) by mail at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 “K” Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by tclephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and rcgulations impose strningent deadlines for processing MHC’s petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) wecks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there arc any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt. P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Suitc 2100, St Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you.

Y, ;? Ged .
Kdren R. Keces

Paralcgal
klg
enclosurcs
cc:  Bamey Olsen
Mark S. Radke
STPL-Word 96110 |
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Associetion — Attorneys at | aw

MINNEAPQLIS ST PAUL
220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street  Sune 2100
Minneapolis, MN  53402-4504 St Paul, MN 55101 2136
612 339632]1 ' Fux 612 3380515 651 2226321 1 Fax 051 222 890%

Karen R Kees
651/312-6020
Fax 651/222-8905
E-mail kkeest@felhaber com
Repiy to $1 Paul office

January 31, 2007

U S Soil Conservation Service
Natural Resources & Environment
Room S4008

1800 “M" Strect NW

Washington, DC 20036

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

l.adies and Gentlemen:

In the coming wecks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.. a North Dakota corporation
(“MIC™) will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48 19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Ihistoric Report
described 1n the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105.8, 1 am enclosing a draft Environmental and Ihstoric Report (“EHR™). MIIC must
complete and file the EIIR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition. The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB’s environmental analysis of this procceding. If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental revicw process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) by mail at Surfacc Transportation Board,

STPL-Word 46130 1
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January 31, 2007
Page 2

1925 “K™ Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the
apphcable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC’s petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in cvaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation 1mpacts of the proposcd abandonment. If therc are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, [arson, Fenlon & Vogt, P A, 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you.

Karen R Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Bamey Olsen

Mark S Radke

STPL-Word 96130 1
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professtonal Asseciation — Attorneys ar faw

MINNEAPOLIS 51 UL
220 South Sixth Swreet | Sune 2200 444 Cudar “treer | Sunte 2100
Minneapels, MN 55402-4504 St Paul, MN 5510)-2 130
612 339 6321 | Fax 612 338 0535 051 2226321 | Fax A51 2228900

Kuren R hees
651/312-6020
Fax 651/222-8905
E-mail kkees/dfelhaber com
Reply wo St Paul oftice

January 31, 2007

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Department of the Interior
1849 “C™ Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Countics, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

l.adies and Gentlemen:

In the coming wecks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corpuration
(*MHC”) will scck approval from the Surface Transponation Board ("STB”) to abandon a
portion of a linc of railroad 44.44 miles 1n length which cxtends from mlepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, NI, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, NID The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramscy and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included 1n the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the [ollowing paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Scctions 1105 7 and
1105.8, I am cnclosing a draft Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR”) MIHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of 1ts abandonment petition. The draft
EHR exaplains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We arc providing this draft EHR so that you may revicw the information that will form
the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding  If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information 1s
mssing, or if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please
contact the Scction of Environmental Analysis ("SEA™) by mail at Surface ‘1 ransportation Board,
1925 “K” Strect NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephonc at 202/565-1545 Because the

SIPL -Word 96126 1
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January 31, 2007
Page 2

applicable statutes and rcgulations imposec stringent deadlines for processing MHC’s petition,
your written comments to the SIEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated wathin
three (3) weeks

Your comments will be considered by the ST'B 1n evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment If there arec any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Swmite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation  Thank you

Very trulyyours,

foens 7 Jout—

Kharen R Keces
Paralegal

kig
enclosurcs
cc Bamcy Olscn

Mark S Radke
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Karen R Kees
651/312-6020
Fax 651/222-8905
L-mal kkeest@feihaber com
Reply ta St Paul office

January 31, 2007

The National Park Service
Department of the Interior
1849 “C” Street NW
Washingion, DC 20240

Atin: Robert Stanton, Director

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions

of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Mr Stanton:

In the commng weeks, Mohall Central Railroad. Inc., a North Dakota corporation
(*MHC™ will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™ to abandon a
poriion of a hne of railroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 mles south
of Munich, ND The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakola, as indicated on the maps included 1n the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105 8, 1 am enclosing a draft Fnvironmental and Historic Report (“EHR™) MHC must
complete and file the EHR with thc STB as a componcent of its abandonment petition. The draft
EHR cxplains in greater deta] the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB's ecnvironmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EIIR appcars to be misleading or incorrect, if you behieve that pertinent information is
mussing, or 1If you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please

STPL-Word 96136 1
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contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) by matl at Surface Transportation Board,
1925 “K" Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the
applicable statules and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC’s petition,
your wrillen comments 10 the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson. Fenlon & Vogt, P.A, 444 Ccdar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

[Jaralegal

kig
enclosures

cc. Barney Olsen
Mark S. Radke

STPL-Word 96136 1
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612 33906321 | Fax 6123380535 Karen R Kees 651 222 ¢32]1 | Fax 651 222 3905

651/312-6020
Fax 651/222-8905
L-mail kkeesf@felhaber com
Reply to St Paul office

January 31, 2007

North Dakota Environmental Protection Agency
North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section

918 East Divide Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58561-1947

Attention: Dave Glatt, Chicef

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalicr Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Decar Mr Glatt

In the coming wecks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc.,, a North Dakota corporation
(“MHC") will seek approval from the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) to abandon a
portion of a linc of railroad 44.44 miles in length which cxtends from milepost 3 75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximatcly 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Countics
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, I am enclosing a drafi Environmental and Historic Report (“EHHR™) MIC must
complete and file the EIIR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petinon  The drafi
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question

We arc providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STI's environmental analysis of this proceeding  If any of the information in

the draft EHR appears 10 be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the SI'B's environmental review process, please

SIPL-Word 96108 1
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contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) by mail at Surface ‘Transportation Board,
1925 “K™ Strect NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by tclephone at 202/565-1545 Becausc the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlincs for processing MHC’s petition,
your written comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
threc (3) weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. [f there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt. P.A., 444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Paralegal
klg
cnclosures
cc:  Barney Olsen

Mark S Radke

STPL-Word 96108 |
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt
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MINNEAPOL IS ST PAUL
220 South ixth Street | Sunte 2200 444 Cedar Strees | Suite 2100
Minneapohs, MN 534024304 St Paul, MN S5101 2136
612 339 6321 | Fax 6123380335 031 222 0321 | Fax 651 222 8905
Karen R Kees
651/312-6020

Fax 651/222-8905
k-mail kkees@felhaber com
Reply to St Paul office

January 31, 2007

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Headquarters

441 “G” Strect NW
Washington, DC 20314

Attn: LTG Carl Strock, Commander

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Execmption to Abandon Portions

of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Sir

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation
(“MHC") will seek approval tfrom the Surface Transportation Board (“STB"™) to abandon a
portion of a line of rallroad 44.44 miles in length which extends from milepost 3 75,
approximately 3.75 miles north of Lawton, ND, to milepost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The linc to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105.8, 1 am enclosing a draft Lnvironmental and Historic Report (“EHR™) MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of 1ts abandonment petition. The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail linc abandonment, including a morc
particular description of the rail line in question.

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB’s environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information 1n
the draft EHR appcars to be mislcading or incorrect, if you belicve that pertinent information is
missing. or if you have any quecstions about the STB’s environmental review process, please

STPL.-Word Y6126 |
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contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) by mail at Surface ‘Iransportation Board,
1925 “K” Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545 Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC’s petition,
your writicn comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment. If there are any questions
concerning this proposal, please contact Karen R Kees by phonc at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A, 444 Ccdar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you

Very truly’yours,

(27 ] )SO %/
aren R. Kees |

aralegal

klg
enclosures
cc: Barney Olscn

Mark S. Radke

STPL.-Word 96126 1
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MINNEAPOLIS S1 kALl
220 South Sixth Street ' Sune 2200 444 Cedar Street | Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN  554u2-4504 St Panl, MN 55101-2130
nl2 319 6321 | Fax 6123180519 651 2226321 | Fax 651 222 8u05

Karen R Kees
651/312-6020
Fax 651/222-8905
Eemail kkees @fethaber com
Repls 1o St Paul uffice

January 31, 2007

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Oflice
999 18" Street, Suite 200
Denver, Colorado 80202

Attn: Robert E Roberts, Regional Administrator

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions
of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Mr Roberts

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Railroad. Inc, a North Dakota corporation
{("MHC"} will seck approval from the Surlace Transportation Board (“STB™) to abandon a
portion of a line of railroad 44 44 miles mn length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of L.awton, ND, to milcpost 48.19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
11058, | am enclosing a draft Environmental and IHistonc Report (“EHR™). MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition. The draft
EHR cxplans in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail line abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail Itne in question

We are providing this draft EHR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the STB’s environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information in
the draft EHR appcars to be misleading or incorrect, 1l you beheve that pertinent information is
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SIZA”) by mail at Surface Transportation Board,

$TPL-Word 961241
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1925 “K™ Street NW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/565-1545. Because the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MHC’s petition,
your writicn commenits to the SEA (with a copy (o the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment If there are any questions
conceming this proposal, please contact Karen R. Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A., 444 Cedar Strect, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Karen R Kees ’
Paralegal

klg

enclosures

cer Bamey Olsen
Mark S. Radke
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\ ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION / T \
Gold Seal Center, 918 E. Divide Ave. /7%
’ NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck, ND 58501-1947 | @)g‘ )
’ DEPARTMENT of HEALTH 701 328 5200 {fax) w2
www ndhealth gov LR

Fcbruary 21, 2007

Ms Karen R. Kces, Paralegal
Felhaber. Larson, Fenlon & Voght
444 Cedar Street, Surte 2100

St. Paul, MN 55101-2136

Re: STB Docket No AB 1003X, Railroad Abandonment
Nelson, Ramscy and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Decar Ms Kees.

This department has reviewed the information concerning the above-referenced project submitted
to Governor John Hoeven under date of January 31, 2007, with respect to possible cnvironmental
1mpacts

This department bclicves that environmental impacts from the proposed railroad abandonment
will be minor and can be controlled by proper salvage and disposal mcthods With respect to the
abandonment, we have the following comments:

1. Follow Best Management Practiccs duning salvage activities to prevent dirt, construction
debris, and waste matenal from entering a storm dramnage system or watcr body Guidelines
for minimizing degradation to waterways are attached.

2. Any rcleases of petroleum products, hazardous matcrials, or chemicals that may impact
human health or the environment, which arc known 1o have occurred in the past or are
discovered in the project arca during abandonment and salvage operations, must be reported
to the North Dakota Department of Health The Department’s Environmental Emergency
Responsc Conlacts List 1s attached.

3 All solid waste materials must be managed and transported in accordance with the state’s
solid and hazardous wastc rules. Approprate efforts to reducc, reuse and/or recycle waste
matcrials are strongly encouraged. As approprate, segregation of incrt waste from non-inert
waste can generally reduce the cost of waste management Further information on wastc
management and recycling is available from the Department’s Division of Waste
Management at (701) 328-5166.

4 No buming of wastc material generated during the salvage operations may be conducted
unless approved in advance by the Department’s Diviston of Air Quality (701-328-5188).

Ernvironmental Health Dmision of Dwvision of Drvision of Division of
Section Chief's Offica Arr Quality Municipal Faciibes Waste Management Watar Quality
701 328 5150 701 328 5188 701 328 5211 701 328 5166 701 328 5210

Pnnled on recycled paper



Ms Karen R. Kees 2. February 21, 2007

The department owns no land 1n or adjacent to the proposed improvements, nor does 1t havc any
projects scheduled in the area In addition, we believe the proposed activitics arc consistent with
the Statc Implementation Plan for the Control of Air Pollution for the State of North Dakota.

These comments arc based on the information provided about the project in the above-referenced
submittal. The U S. Army Corps of Engincers may require a water quality certification from this
department for the project if the project 15 subject to their Scction 404 permitting process. Any
additional information which may be required by the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers under the
process will be considered by this department in our determination regarding the 1ssuance of such
a certification.

If you have any questions regarding our comments, please feel free to contact this office.

Sineeraly,
/

: H
Ry

L. David Glatt, P\Ew-Chuief
Environmental Health Section

1.DG cc
Attach.

ke



“ ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION 4 I55..
Gold Seal Center 918 E Divide Ave ,:f.:."- N
g NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck ND 58501-3947 ;S{u@_.,‘l‘:‘
’ DEPARTMENT uf HEALTH 701 328 5200 (fax) 5, 2o
www ndhealth gov =~ “wi»¥

Construction and Environmental Disturbance Requirements

These represent the mimimum requirements of the North Dakota Department of Health
They ensure that minimal environmental degradation occurs as a result of construction
or related work which has the potential to affect the waters of the State of North Dakota
All projects will be designed and implemented to restrict the losses or disturbances of
soll, vegetative cover, and pollutants (chemical or biological) from a site

Soils

Prevent the erosion of exposed soll surfaces and trapping sediments being transported
Examples include, but are not restricted to. sediment dams or berms, diversion dikes.
hay bales as erosion checks, riprap, mesh or burlap blankets to hold sail during
construction, and immediately establishing vegetative cover on disturbed areas after
construction is completed Fragile and sensitive areas such as wetlands, riparian
zones, delicate fiora, or land resources will be protected against compaction, vegetation
loss, and unnecessary damage

Surface Waters

All construction which directly or indirectly impacts aquatic systems will be managed to
minimize impacts All attempts will be made to prevent the contamination of water at
construction sites from fuel spillage, lubricants. and chemicals, by following safe storage
and handling procedures Stream bank and stream bed disturbances will be controiled
to minimize and/or prevent silt movement. nutnent upsurges, piant dislocation, and any
physical, chemical, or biological disruption The use of pesticides or herbicides In or
near these systems i1s forbidden without approval from this Department.

Fill Material

Any fill matenial piaced below the high water mark must be free of top solls,
decomposable materials and persistent synthetic organic compounds (in toxic
concentrations) This includes, but s not imited to. asphalt, tires, treated lumber, and
construction debns The Department may require testing of fill matenals. All temporary
fills must be removed Debnis and solid wastes will be removed from the site and the
Impacted areas restored as nearly as possible to the original condition

Ensarontrental Heelth Divia .n ol Cviacr ™ Dvsen. - C sonct
Section Chief's Offica Air Qu ally Municpal Facilitios Waste Managament J:ater Quality
705 328 5150 ~01 478 5130 Tul 2265211 U1 328 ='ART a3 3AH21G
Er oufend ur? rme g LT
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Assoctanion — Attorneys of Luw

MINNLAPQLIS ST PAUL
220 ~outh Sixth Streer | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street | Sowe 2100
Minneapols, MN 55 102-4504 9 Paul, MN 55101-2136
612 3306321 | Fax 612 33R 0515 651 222 632l | Tax 651 222 %05
Karen R Kees
651/312-6020

ffax 651/222-8905
E-mail kkees@Mfelhaber com
Reply te St Paul office

January 31, 2007

State Historte Preservation Office
612 E. Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

Attn® Marvin L. Kaiser, President

RE: STB Docket No. AB 1003X
Mohall Central Railroad, Inc. - Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions

of Railroad in Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota
Our File No. 22327.002

Dear Mr Kaiser:

In the coming weeks, Mohall Central Rairoad. Inc., a North Dakota corporation
(“MHC™) will scck approval {rom the Surface Transportation Board ("STB”) to abandon a
portion of a linc of raillroad 44 44 milcs in length which extends from milepost 3.75,
approximately 3 75 miles north of Lawton, ND, 1o milepost 48 19, approximately 4 miles south
of Munich, ND. The line to be abandoned runs through Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties
in North Dakota. as indicated on the maps included in the Environmental and Historic Report
described mn the following paragraph.

In accordance wath Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105.8, | am enclosing a draft Environmental and Ilistoric Report (*EHR”). MHC must
complete and file the EHR with the STB as a component of its abandonment petition The draft
EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the proposed rail linc abandonment, including a more
particular description of the rail line in question.

We are providing this draft EIIR so that you may review the information that will form
the basis for the S1B’s environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the information in
the draft EHR appears to be musleading or incorrect, if you belicve that pertinent information 1s
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA™) by mail at Surface Transportation Board,

SIrL-Word 96157 1
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1925 “K” Street NW, Washington. DC 20423, or by telcphone at 202/565-1545. Bccause the
applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing MIIC's petition,
your writicn comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be appreciated within
three (3) wecks

Your comments will be considered by the SI'B in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic prescrvation impacts of the proposed abandonment. 1f there are any questions
concerning this proposal, plcasc contact Karen R Kees by phone at 651/312-6020 or by mail at
Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon & Vogt, P.A, 444 Cecdar Street, Suite 2100, St. Paul, Minnesota
55101-2136

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

Very truly‘yours,

Karen R. Kcees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
¢ Barney Olsen

Mark §. Radke

STPL-Word 96157 |
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February 5, 2007

Ms. Karen R. Kees

Paraleypal

Felhaber, Larson, Fenlon and Vogt
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100

St. Paul, MN 55101-2136

Surface Transportation Board
1925 "K" Street NW
Washington, ND 20423

ND SHPO Ref.:07-0342 STB Docket No. AB- 1003X Mohall Central
Railroad Inc. Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions of Railroad in
Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota

Dear Surface Transportation Board and Ms Kecs,

We reviewed ND SHPO Ref..07-0342 STB Docket No AB- 1003X Mohall
Central Raiiread Inc. Peunon for Exemption to Abandon Poruons of Ratlroad in
Nelson, Ramsey and Cavalier Counties, North Dakota, and concur with a “No
Historic Propertics Affected” determination, provided the project is of the nature
specified and takes place in the legal descripuion listed and plotted in the
correspondence. If any borrow fill material 1s requured, the matenal should be
denved from an approved source, that 1s, one surveyed by an archacologist and
found to contan no significant cultural resources

Please include the ND SHPO Reference number listed above m further
correspondence for this specific project  If you have any quesuons please conract
Susan Quinnell ar (701) 328-3576, or squinnell@nd gov

Sicerely,

Merlan E. Paaverud, Jr
State Histornic Preservation Officer

(North Dakota)
and
Accredited by the
d bu':uol:l Director, State Historical Society of Norch Dakota
of Museums
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